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Wei. Oxay. THAT'S 
ENOUGH OF THAT. HOW 
ABOUT SOME LUNCH? 


First OFF, WE'LL 
NEED A NEW SHIP! | 
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WELL, PROBABLY. 
ce —<" STAY se wa ia 
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(Guesey suas we ur ‘ie 
SAFE? 


IT HAVE A GIRLFRIEND IN 
DECODING WHO CAN WORK WONDERS 
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ve MECDR SBR ABT Cac INTERESTING. GOOD 
THIS. IT COULD MEAN TROUBLE. THING I TAGGED ALONG 
FOR THE RIDE, 


HAWKE TO CENTRAL. 
HAWKE TO CENTRAL 


THAT'S NICE TO HEAR. 
Do You HAVE NEWs, OR f 
IS THIS A SOCIAL CALL? 


i SIMPLY THOSE STREET TOUGHS 
OH? ARE WE BACK ON-LINE?. LS) T HIRED TO SEARCH 
T THOUGHT T WAS “ON MY OWN?” ZG THE WAREHOUSE. 
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THE DEVICE IS ON ITS WAY TO 
GALACTIC SECURITY HQ FOR 
ANALYSIS, I'M IN PURSUIT. 


TILL NEED A PLACE TO STAY. 
YOUR APARTMENT SHOULD DO NICELY, 

PROVIDING YOU HAVE A SALINA. 
ANY SERVANTS? 


MY APARTMENT? 
Just WHY sHouLo I...? 
WELL, YOU TURNED OVER 
ALL MY... AH... "PROFITS! TO 
THE AUTHORITIES BACK ON XEN, 
YOu CAN'T EXPECT ME TO SLEEP 
ON THE STREETS! 


NOW 90 US BOTH A FAVOR AND DON'T 
‘SAY A THING ONCE WE'RE INSIDE. 
Just TRY TO LOOK CONTRITE:! 


STICK WITH ME, OR 
Not VERY BUSY. nl Foul Ger ieee 
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Ze Ir's A MADHOUSE. 
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WONDE' WHY SHE WEFT? 
OH WEWW, A’ WEAST ME 
GOT HE’ SACKI HEEL 


ME NO MESS ‘WOUND 
Wi THESE! 
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Ol CAN'T SEE YA 
BUT Of CAN SENSE 
Y..OWWWHT 


WHATTA BUNCHA 
WOOMIES! 
HEE, THEY 60 TO 
SWIPPEWY WOADI 


And Sbe Came Co 


Us_ a WINDFALL story. Part 2 of 3. 


FIRST TIME I MET YA, YOU STAGGERED 
IN HERE WITH TWO KNIFE WOUNDS TO THE BELLY, 
A FRACTURED SKULL, AND THREE BROKEN FINGERS. 
YA COULDN'T EVEN REMEMBER YOUR OWN NAME. 


KID, THIS PALACE 
1S GONNA KILL YA. 
HOW'S THAT? 


fine, art nice SR 
100 wos, 
z8 B. 
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S'BEEN TWO YEARS SINCE YA LEFT, 
FIGURED YOU WOULD FOUND YER WAY HOME 
BY NOW. AH WELL, THAT CAN WAIT, YOU 
NEED TO REST UP A LITTLE. 


nh . KOs... fund auth 
auth, tired . Old. . can't rer 
tak, to t'swreet 


ALLISON. YA GOT A LOT OF ALOO* 
POISONS FLOWING THROUGH YA RIGHT 
NOW. YER NOT TALKING TO NO ONE 
TILL_IT RUNS 11S COURSE. THAT 
STUFF MAKES YA GOOFY AN- 


£ y 24 
Wh . talk to t'evreet: . they'll knw i YELL HAVE PLENTY OF TIME 
talk tO ‘em . talk t'the gods 0 gotta. FOR THAT LATER KID. RIGHT NOW 
Lekos . 1 feel like hell. . YOU HAVE TO LET GET SOME SLEEP AND 
iy » by LET THE ALOO'S POISON TAKE IT'S 
COURSE. NOW LIE DOWN. i 
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YOULL BE FINE IN Aa FEW 
Bu halt nado DAYS ALISON, YOU CAN TELL —M 
fel brn ihe ee Sg _YHIATEVER YOU NEED THEN, NOW YOU 
NEED TSLEEP. I PUT A SEDATIVE IN SALVE! 
ON YOUR BANDAGES, TT SHOULD BE 
HELPING YOU GET To SLEEP 


it wants me, 40 talk. . still 
hear it. 60 far away. . sad, oid, 
tired . following 


YA AIN'T MAKIN’ 
ANY SENSE KID, SLEEP 
TT OFF. 


> PLACE THE 
POWER FOR THE SAVREET. 


HEY, JERICHO? WENGE 
NEXT TIME YOUR GOING WY 

TO BE A FEW HOURS LATE, NY 
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YEAH! LISTENING TO THE SAVREET 
DRONE ON FOR THREE AND A 
x 15 BORING AS Si 


/ TE JERICHO, 
VERY LATE. 


Ded” L FOUND THE BODY OF 
Ch A DEAD ALUCAZT ALMOST 
J A MILE OUTSIDE THE 


THE ODD THING ABOUT THE WHOLE SITUATION, 


REQUIRED TO 00 
15 THAT IT SEEMS ONLY ONE PERSON WAS INVOLVED 
IN THE MELEE. AND THERE WERE NO OTHER SIGNS 


WHAT HE DID 15 
ALSO PUZZLING. 
OF WEAPONS OF ANY SORT. 
(ONE PERSON KILLED AN ALUCAZI WITH A TREE @RANCH, es we brass 
A DAUNTING TASK CONSIDERING IT WOULD TAKE ee sae 
AT LEAST FOUR OF GABRIEL'S ARMED GUARDSMEN T re ee 
BRING ONE DOWN 


DURING THE COURSE 
OF THE ATTACK THIS PERSON zs 
W WAS SEVERLY MANGLED BY THE ‘AND BEING AS THAT WAS THE LAST THING 
IALUCAZT. HE LOST A LOT OF BLOOD) THE ALUCAZT DID, THE VICTIM WOULD HAVE HAD 
‘AND PASSED OUT A FEW FEET BEEN SEVERLY WOUNDED BY IT BEFOREHAND, MEANING: 
AWAY. THE BODY 15 MISSING, HE MANAGED THIS FANTASTIC FEAT WHILE BLEEDING. 
T CAN ONLY ASSUME THAT HE TO DEATH QUITE A HEARTY INDIVIDUAL. 
WAS CARRETD OFF BY 
ANOTHER ALUCAZT. 
AND EATEN. 


WHY ARE WE wasting 
ON THIS. THE REST OF US 

DON'T CARE IF SOME I = Va + PET. I DOUBT 
HAPLESS TRAVELER KILLED = 
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my 


WHAT? THE INSTANT T GOT Winn <THE GOD JERICHO REPRESENTS 
100 FEET OF ONE OF THOSE THINGS ITD PIN ME TOA 
TREE AND SUCK OUT MY INSIDES!" 


PROBABLY, YOU HAVEN'T EXACTLY 
GONE OUT OF YOUR WAY TO WIN THEIR 
AFFECTION. 


WHATS TO WIN? THEY RE MONSTERS! THEY RE 
NOT EVEN PART OF NATURE. THEYRE NOT BORN FROM 
ANYTHING, THEY JUST EXIST! ABERRATIONS, A 
CURSE BROUGHT ON US BY JJINSARU!* 


‘A CURSE? THAT'S YOUR ANSWER FOR 
EVEYTHING, THEY RE A PART OF THE 
ECOSYSTEM, JUST LIKE EVERYTHING ELSE 


FACT THAT WE HAVE TO SHARE THIS 
WORLD WITH SOMETHING ELSE, 
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GABRIEL, 
HIGHWAYMEN? 


TS BEEN 
A FEW MONTHS, BUT 
WE'VE FINALLY GOT 
A DECENT IDEA OF 
HOW THEY RE 


THEY GENERALLY STRIKE ABOUT THREE TO FIVE MILES OUTSIDE THE CITY BORDER. THE 
ONLY FEW SURVIVORS THAT WE'VE FOUND HAVE BEEN ONES LEAVING THE CITY. T1'S 

STILL NOT KNOWN WHETHER THEY RE ATTACKING TRADERS COMING IN. THOSE FEW 
SURVIVORS HAVE BEEN ABLE TO GIVE US A FAIRLY CLEAR PICTURE OF HOW THEY PERFORM. 
IT'S THE SAME EVERYTIME, ARCHERS IMMEDIATELY DROP EVERY LIVING THING IN SIGHT. 


AFTER THAT, THE GROUND FORCE MOVES IN. THERE'S NO IDENTIFYING FEATURES OR CLAN INSIGNIAS. 
AND IT'S A HODGE-PODGE OF VARIOUS RACES, SO IT’S PROBABLY NOT ANY ONE PARTICULAR FAMILY. 


TWO SURVIVORS HAVE IDENTIFIED A FEMALE CHEETA, 
WEARING LITTLE SAVE SOME SHORTS AND A TOP. THE 
QUICKLING’S PROBABLY BOGGED DOWN BY THE BAGGY 
CLOTHES THAT AND THEIR COCKY NATURE DEMAND THEY 
TACK A LITTLE EXTRA DANGER ONTO EVERY SITUATION. 
IVE GOT THE GUARD KEEPING AN EYE OUT FOR HER. 


TAN SOON wh 


WERE NOT COMPLETELY SURE IF THEY TAKE SLAVES OR NOT, ONE SURVIVOR SAID THEY 
TOOK HER CHILDREN, BUT FROM SOME SITES WE'VE SEEN, THEY ALL WERN'T THAT LUCKY. 
‘AND WE DON'T KNOW WHAT THEY DO WITH THE ONES THEY TAKE AFTERWARD. AND SINCE 
WE'VE ONLY FOUND A HANDFUL OF AMBUSH SITES IT’S IMPOSSIBLE FOR US TO KNOW 
HOW MANY, IF ANY, THERE ARE IN CAPTIVITY. 


WWW 


WHAT HAPPENS NEXT 15 COMPLETELY UP IN THE AIR, THERE ARE NO WITNESSES TO 
HOW THEY MANAGE TO BURY THE CRIMESCENE SO QUICKLY AND EFFECTIVELY. OUR 
BEST GUESS IS THAT THEY HAVE SOME SORT OF TURRIKEN®, MAYBE MORE THAN ONE. 
A FINELY TUNED MAGE COULD OVERTURN A SIZEABLE PORTION OF THE GROUND AND 
BLEND IT BACK NATURALLY, AND NO-ONE WOULD BE THE WISER- 


THIS 15 THE MOST LIKELY 
SOLUTION, AS THE BURTAL 
PROCESS 15 VERY FAST. SO 
FAST, THAT IT’S GIVEN US 


OUR ONLY GUIDE TO THE 
CRIME SCENES 


a la TD? 
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DRYDIN, THE PACK BEASTS, AREN'T NATURAL BURROWERS, 
AND A FEW WERE BURIED SO QUICKLY THAT THEY PANICKED, 
‘AND INSTEAD OF SUFFOCATING, MANAGED TO KEEP THEIR. 
ORIENTATION AND DIG THEMSELVES OUT. THEY WERE FOUND 
NEARBY DOING WHAT DRYDIN NORMALLY DO WHEN THEY PANIC 


AND THAT'S PRETTY MUCH 
ALL WE'VE HAD TO GO ON. WE VE 
SENT OUT OVER THREE DOZEN PATROLS 
TWO NEVER, RETURNED AND THE REST 
CAME BACK WITHOUT INCIDENT. 


THIS 15 
NOT ACCEPTABLE. 
LEARN MORE WHOA! GABE! MESSAGE FROM PACK 
22! THEY VE GOT THREE BANDITS CORNERED 
ONE MATCHES THE QUICKLINGS DESCRIPTION! 


SOUTHWEST. NEAR THE OLD 
KAROWAY CLAN HOME, THEY. . WATT. 
THEY'VE SLIPPED OUT, TWO GUARDS] 
DEAD, ONE BANDIT DOWN, THEY RE 
MOVING SOUTH. 
WE'RE SENDING OUT MORE 
PATROLS AND WE'RE STARTING TO. 
SEND INDEPENDENT SUNWEAVERS® 
OUT BY THE BORDERS, TO SEE 
IF THEY CAN PICK UP 
ON ANYTHING. 


SEND TO ALL PACKS 
SOUTH OF THAT LOCATION. HAVE 
THEM FORM A STAGGERED NET SIX 
BLOCKS WIDE, FIVE MINUTES BACK. 
ARCHERS ON THE BUILDINGS, AND 
> GET AN AVIAN UNIT IN THERE! 
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SEND JERICHO. 
YOU ARE NOT 
FAST ENOUGH, 


GABRIEL WILL FAIL 
JERICHO, NEXT TIME 
YOU ARE TO 
ACCOMPANY HIM. 


IF WE GET THEM BEFORE THEY 
HIT THE TREE LINE WE CAN STOP THEM 
AND REMEMBER WHAT HAPPENED LAST TIME 
YOU SENT JERICHO OUT. 


KIVIAN! LET 
THEM KNOW IM 


MAY I REMIND YOU, SIR, THAT I AM NOT 
A GUARDSMEN, POLICING THE CITY'S CRIMINAL 
POPULATION 15 NOT MY RESPONSIBILITY. 


WHAT!” GABRIEL'S AN 
INCARNATE! HE CAN HANDLE 
ANY MORTAL, NO MATTER HOW 
FAST THEY ARE" 


GABRIEL WILL FAIL 
JERICHO, NEXT TIME 
YOU ARE TO 
ACCOMPANY HIM. 


BETTER THAN BLIND, UNYIELDING 
ARROGANCE OVER YOUR POSITION 
IN THE CHAIN OF LIFE. 


TT'S AN ANNOYING 
HABIT, ISNT IT? 


THE FEW THINGS 
1 REALLY ENJOY, 


YOU DO REALIZE THAT NOW SHE'S JUST 
GOING TO HAVE MORE AMMO AGAINST YOU AT HER, 
NEXT SERMON. SHE'S VERY .. PASSIONATE WHEN SHE 

TALKS ABOUT. JJINSARU TO HER CONGREGATION. 


BUT WITH THAT KIND OF ATTITUDE 
YOUR JUST GIVING HER WHAT SHE 
NEEDS TO USE AGAINST YOU. 


TT'S HER WAY OF DEALING WITH HER \, 
FRUSTRATION, DRIVING HER TO THAT 
POINT 1S HOW T DEAL WITH MINE. 


SELF-DESTRUCTION'S NE\ 
PART OF YOUR PACKAGE. 1S THERE SOMETHING. 
ELSE GOING ON? | 


“HE'S DOING IT AGAIN.” HE THINKS. 
"L TOLD HIM TO GIVE IT UP." HE THINKS. 
"GET OUT OF MY HEAD.” HE THINKS. 


YOU CAN'T GET Z 
INTO MY HEAD. £7 


TO FURTHER HIS CAUSE, YET HE STILL KEEPS ME, AND 
I CANT FIGURE OUT WHY. 


PEOPLE STILL HATE 
THE ALUCAZI, STILL 
FEAR DEATH. BUT YOU 


YOUR GODS HAVE 
FLOUR ISHED. 


[ IVE BEEN THE VOICE FOR JJINSARU FOR al " 


FIVE YEARS NOW AND 1 HAVENT BEEN ABLE TO DO ANYTHING 


AND THE OTHER INCARNATES, 


BUT THEN I DON'T HAVE TO BE 
A TELEPATH TO SEE THAT THERE'S 
SOMETHING BUGGING YOUWELL, 
MORE SO THAN USUAL ANYWAY. 


NO, THERE'S NOTHING 

NEW, IT'S STILL THE SAME 
OLD PROBLEMS. AND THAT'S JUST 
TT, IT'S THE SAME PROBLEMS, 
NOTHINGS CHANGE 


DEATH 1S A DIFFICULT CONCEPT FOR de 
PEOPLE TO GRASP, EMOTIONALLY ANYWAY. THE ‘¢! 
Hf OTHER GODS PROMOTE LIFE, HEALTH, AND HAPPINESS. 
AND JJINSARU 15 THE END OF ALL THAT. MOST 
PEOPLE ARE MATERIALISTIC, hell I know 
‘Tam, AND THEYRE NOT TOO EAGER 
TO LOSE ALL THEIR STUFF 


AT THE END. 


Ks 
(> eur WE averace soe 
DOESN'T WANT TO SHUFFLE OFF 

THE MORTAL COIL JUST ‘CAUSE 
HE ATE A PUKWORRY AIRFISH SANDWICH J 
THAT TASTED A LITTLE FUNNY. 

PEOPLE DON'T LIKE 
DYING, ESPECIALLY WHEN 
H TI'S A SUPRISE 

WE ALL HAVE TO DIE SOMETIME, Ug 
TO MAKE ROOM FOR THE YOUNGER GENERATIONS. 
TF WE WERE ALL IMMORTAL THERE WOULD BE Ové; 
: POPULATION AND THE WHOLE SOCIETY 
WOULD COLLAPSE. AND IT'S NOT 
Pe OUST THAT. 
NOBODY'S WILLING TO 
GIVE THE ALUCAZI A CHANCE. 
THE SAVREET MANAGED TO CUT A PEACE 
TREATY WITH THEM. THEY LEAVE US 
ALONE, WE LEAVE THEM ALONE 


PEOPLE CAN'T, OR WON'T, 
LET THEMSELVES BELIEVE THEY RE 
~ RATIONAL, THINKING CREATURES. 


THAT NASY HABIT OF 
EATING PEOPLE. 


vient 


AWWW. YOUR JUST DEPRESSED. 
BECASUE YOUR STUCK TO A GOD 
WITH NO SENSE OF HUMOR. 

} 


1 FEEL LIKE I HAVEN'T EVEN 
STARTED TO FIGHT. i 


. jy \ 3 

*SIGH THOSE ARE V ) 

ROUGE. THEY HAVE NO CLAN Al, 

TIES, 1 KEEP TRYING = 
PFT ACK! ICK! 


GEMMPH! GET YOUR HATR 
OUTTA MY FACE! 


END, PART TWO. 


Jericho~ 


WERE NOT ALL TRYING TO MAKE THIS WORK. WERE NOT ALL TRYING OUR HARDEST TO OPEN UP 
WINDFALL TO IT’S FULL POTENTIAL INSTEAD, WERE BREEDING IGNORANCE AND STUPIDITY. WE HAVE 
MANAGED, FOR THE FIRST IN RECORDED HISTORY, TO BUILD A CITY OF HUNDREDS OF THOUSANDS. 
AND THIS GRAND CREATION HAS LEFT US AS NOTHING MORE THAN A MADCAP CONGLOMERATION OF 
BICKERING IDIOTS. OUR ONE, TRUE HOPE LIES IN THE HANDS OF THE GOD OF KNOWLEDGE, AND YOU 
HAVE NOT FORGIVEN HIM FOR AN ANCIENT CRIME ALMOST TWO THOUSAND YEARS OLD. THIS UNYTELD- 
ING HATRED DENIES US THE KNOWLEDGE HE 15 WILLING TO SHARE, KNOWLEDGE THAT WOULD HELP US 
LEARN TO LIVE TOGETHER. 


OFTEN I WONDER WHY THE GODS EVEN BOTHER WITH US... 


AGE: 38 SEX: Male 
SPECIES: Common Genet 
HEIGHT: 5° 3" = WEIGHT:142 Ibs. 
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